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Towards the Learning Society: 

Theoretical Concepts and EU Learning Related Policies

Second Workshop, Athens, 22.-23. April 2002

Call for Papers

During 22 – 23 April 2002 the 5FP thematic network “EURONE&T” will hold a second workshop at Athens. With respect to the overall tasks and aims of the thematic network – as outlined in the attached framework paper – the upcoming workshop will mainly focus on 

· Learning society concepts

· EU learning related policies

We would like to invite researchers (partners of this thematic network or other colleagues) to contribute to the workshop in form of a written paper and a presentation at the Athens workshop. In accordance with the general work programme, you will find a “List of 7 working titles for presentations”. Each is followed by a short outline of questions that we consider crucial in the respective context, but that are of course open for discussion, extension, and reformulation. 

Papers produced for the network are supposed to report about and evaluate existing political and scientific documents. They are also supposed to be “transnational” in nature, i.e. to transcend single country perspectives and tackle the “broad picture”. Papers are thus expected to address the questions formulated below while taking a transnational perspective. Ideally papers would be co-authored by authors from different countries. 

The deadline for submitting proposals is 6 March 2002, and proposals will reviewed until 8 March. Papers selected will be financed with € 2.000,- each (based on a contract and to be paid upon submittance of the paper). In case of co-authorship one author acts as the contractual partner and is responsible for agreement with the second author. Travel/accomodations costs for the author who is presenting the paper in Athens will also be covered. 

If you would like to contribute to one of the outlined topics, please send your proposal (short exposé or abstract) to one of the following addresses: mkuhn@uni-bremen.de, dweidemann@uni-bremen.de. 

List of working titles for presentations

Session 1: Learning society concepts

Presentation 1: The learning society concept in different European research traditions 

Commented literature review, based on short reports from partners in different countries (Euronet partners or others) in reply to a questionnaire (to be designed). Exemplary issues are: 

1. Is the LS a topic that appears at all in national research? In respect to which (practical or theoretical) issues?

2. Definitions of the LS and characteristics of the (national) discourse

3. Relatedness of the LS discourse (to historic research traditions? The international discourse? In concrete terms: who is being quoted?), 

4. Trends and developments in conceptualising the LS

Presentation 2: The learning society as a concept in different contexts and related to specific issues: e.g. social exclusion/inclusion, education, active citizenship, reorganisation of work etc. 

Some meta-reflections on the contexts and issues related to which the concept of the LS is being discussed. 

1. Which topics and problem fields need to be kept in mind when discussing the LS? Which aspects of social and political life are affected by the LS vision or by concrete measures towards the LS?

2. Which problem fields receive most attention, from whom and why?

3. Are there aspects that are ignored by the current discourse?

Presentation 3: Relating discourses in the field: Learning society, learning  economy, information society, knowledge based society 


1. Is there a way to relate the various existing “catchwords” and approaches to each other? What does a comparison and differentiation of the various concepts reveal?.

2. What is the broader context of formulating which of these (or other) concepts?

Session 2: EU learning related policies

Presentations 4-5: EU interventions directed at the implementation of the LS: Interventions and intervention strategies

1. Which interventions exist? At  what scale (e.g. in terms of funding)? Directed at which policy fields or fields of practice?

2. What is the rationale behind intervention strategies? What is the assumed causal effect? 

3. How does the EU evaluate the success of their interventions? And what are evaluation criteria?

4. How are the topics “learning” and “learning society” represented at the European research level? What are criteria for the evaluation of research proposals, what are aims of research programmes?

Presentation 6: EU interventions directed at the implementation of the LS: Interventions and intervention strategies: The view from the Member States
(see above, presentations 4-5)

Presentation 7: EU interventions directed at the implementation of the LS: Interventions and intervention strategies: The view from the Candidate States
(see above, presentations 4-5)
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